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Namo Shakyamuni lJuddha!

I cxtcnd my warnest greetings and besl wishes on the auspicious
occasion of the United Nations Day of Vcsak. It is a mattcr ofjoy that
this ycar's ceiebralions are being held in Ho Chi Mini Cjt-v. Vetnam,
reflectirg thc enduring Bucldhist hcritagc ofdris rcgion.

This sacred day commernorates the birth, enlightcnrnent, and
'parinirvana' of Lord Buddha, and honous the profound coltributions of
Buddhism to the spiritual and moral advanccment olhumanity.

It is a matter of great p de that many of thc sacrcd sitcs associatcd
u,ith Lord Buddha's enlightenment and his most important sermons arc
located in India. My birthplacc. Vadnagar in Gujarat, and my
parliamentary constituenc.v, Kashi, near the revcrcd sitc
of Sarnath, arc both dccply irtertwined with the Buddhist heritage.
Samallr is !'eneraled ai the site of lord Buddha's first sennor
following cnlightenment.

The l'our Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path, enunciated by Lord
I3uddha, have icft an cnduring imprint on spiritual thought across hdia
and beyond. His timeless teachings offer profound insights and solutions
to some ofthe most prcssing global cha)lcngcs today u,hether it is war
and violence, societal unresl, or clirrate change. The path sho*,n by
Lord Buddha is one ofcompassion ovcr conflict. unity ovcr division, and
mindful, sustainable living over reckless consumption.

Tndia has Iong charnpioned the universal values of Lord Buddha
ard endeavoured to share his message rvith the world. As part of this
comn]itll]el1t, we are devciopillg thc Buddhist Cirouit to re.juvenatc
pilgrimagc ccntrcs linked r,,,ith his lite. The revjval of Nalarda
Universily. once among the greatest seats of leaming in the ancieflt world
and a renou,ned Buddhist monastery. reflects olr deep respect for this
lcgacy. Through Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for the Environnent), rl'e arc
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promoting awarcncss about thc inpzrct of individual choiccs on our
shared planet -an idea deeply rooted in Buddhist philosophy. In
October 202,1, the Governmcnt of India confcncd classical language
status to Pali the language in rvhich Lord Buddha's original teachings
u cre prcscrr ctl.

I r.vamly invite followers of Lord Ilnddha from across the globe
to visit the sacred sites associated rvith his life and teachings in lndia, and
to connect with thc living heritage that continues to inspire nrillions.

May the light ol the Dhamma continue to guide us o. the path to
peace, harmony. and shared prosperity.

Namo BrLddhava!

aSzzr ,a\
(Narendra Modi)
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